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UNESCO information meeting  “Follow-up of the Situation in the Autonomous Republic 

of Crimea (Ukraine) pursuant to the Executive Board decisions”, 1 October 2018 

Intervention by Ambassador Irena Vaišvilaitė, Permanent Delegate of Lithuania to 

UNESCO 

1. I take the floor on behalf of Australia, Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Canada, Croatia, the 

Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Georgia, Germany, Iceland, 

Ireland, Latvia, Luxembourg, Montenegro, the Netherlands, Norway, Poland, the 

Republic of Moldova, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, the United 

Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, the United States of America, and my 

own country Lithuania. 

2. First of all, I would like to thank the Director-General for organizing this information 

meeting, allowing for an exchange of information with Member States on this 

important matter. I also thank the invited speakers for sharing information about the 

situation within their respective fields and for the information provided in the report to 

the upcoming Executive Board session. 

3. Four and a half years have passed since the first decision by the Executive Board on 

UNESCO’s follow-up of the situation in the Autonomous Republic of Crimea 

(Ukraine). Since then, we have witnessed the worsening situation in Crimea. We 

reconfirm our unwavering support for Ukraine’s territorial integrity and sovereignty 

within its internationally recognized borders. We reaffirm there is no alteration in the 

status of the Crimean peninsula and urge Russia to uphold all of its obligations under 

applicable international law as an occupying power.  

4. We remain deeply concerned about the deteriorating situation within UNESCO’s fields 

of competence, in particular as regards the severe curtailing of media freedom, the 

safety of journalists and media workers, as well as the impact of militarization on 

cultural and educational institutions. We remain concerned about both the ability of 

the Crimean Tatars to access information due to the shutting down of independent 

media outlets and the banning of the activities of the Mejlis. We call for an immediate 

release of all arbitrarily or unlawfully detained Ukrainian citizens on the Crimean 

Peninsula and in Russia, and we join the international demand for the immediate 

release of the Ukrainian filmmaker and writer Oleh Sentsov whose situation has 

continued to deteriorate. We also remain concerned about the singling out of Crimean 

Tatars and ethnic Ukrainians for persecution, suppression of education in the 

languages of national minorities, restrictions on freedom of religion and belief, and the 

widespread destruction of Crimean Tatars’ cultural heritage. 

5. We reaffirm United Nations General Assembly resolutions 71/205 of 19 December 

2016 and 72/190 of 19 December 2017 urging the Russian Federation to create and 

maintain a safe and enabling environment for journalists to perform their work 

independently and without due interference in Crimea, and also to permit the 

reopening of cultural and religious institutions. 

6. Nine decisions have been adopted by the Executive Board on this issue since spring 

2014. We welcome the continued implementation efforts by the Director-General, 

which includes indirect monitoring, and the expressed commitment to launch the first 

phase of direct monitoring, within the spheres of competence of the Organization. 

7. We reaffirm our position that the Executive Board decisions taken to date provide the 

necessary guidance and flexibility to the Director-General in order to ensure their full 

implementation.  

8. In this regard, we encourage the Secretariat to further engage with the Ukrainian 

authorities and to report on the first phase of direct monitoring to the Executive Board 

in 2019. We also look forward to an update on the concrete results of activities 

undertaken by the Secretariat at the regular information meetings on the topic 

preceding the Executive Board sessions. We welcome the constructive engagement 
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between the Director-General and Ukraine that has been consistent since 2014, and the 

dialogue with other Member States in the implementation of the Executive Board 

decisions. We underline that all UNESCO’s activities need to continue to be guided by 

United Nations General Assembly resolution 68/262 on territorial integrity of Ukraine 

of 27 March 2014. 

9. There is an urgent need to thoroughly assess and report on the human rights situation 

within the mandate of UNESCO. In this context, we recall United Nations General 

Assembly resolutions 71/205 of 19 December 2016 and 72/190 of 19 December 2017. 

Therefore, we call for full, free and unrestricted access for international human rights 

actors, including monitors, to the whole territory of Ukraine, including Crimea and 

Sevastopol. 

10. Once again, it is important to remind ourselves that the collection of information is, 

within this context, only the first step which should lead us to concrete results. The 

main purpose of this initiative in UNESCO is to take actions to promote human rights 

and fundamental freedoms, including freedom of expression, as well as to promote 

education, science, protection and preservation of cultural heritage, media freedom 

and safety of journalists in the Ukrainian Autonomous Republic of Crimea and the city 

of Sevastopol. 


