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Dear Mr. President,
[bookmark: _GoBack]Madam Director General,
Dear members of the Executive Board,
This anniversary year is marked by a number of important events of a global nature. Addressing the challenges of political, economic, environmental and humanitarian nature with which mankind is faced today requires the international community coordinated, concrete and effective action.
In view of this we fully support efforts to strengthen the global leading role of UNESCO as one of the most influential organizations of the UN system, the purpose of which is to enhance the cooperation between nations in education, science and culture in order to ensure universal respect for fundamental human rights and freedoms. We are convinced that only such an approach can help to ensure international peace and security.
The neglection of the fundamental principles and norms of international law is the cause of all current armed conflicts in the world, in which people are killed and world cultural heritage is destroyed.
Ukraine supports the initiative of UNESCO, aimed at protection of the cultural heritage during armed conflicts. In particular we definitely stand up for the relevant Declaration adopted at the session of the World Heritage Committee in Bonn, which strongly condemns the barbaric crimes committed lately by the so-called "Islamic state" on cultural heritage in Iraq, Syria and Yemen.
Our country welcomes the success of the World Education Forum, in particular the adoption of the Incheon Declaration, which stressed that the right to education is a fundamental human right and the foundation for the promotion and protection of other rights, and provides for commitment of States to ensure a comprehensive and equitable quality education and promotion opportunities for lifelong learning for all. We share and support the decisions approved by World Education Forum.
The delegation of Ukraine headed by President Poroshenko took part in this year's historic session of the UN General Assembly, which approved the new Sustainable Development Goals.
We will do our best to fulfill the Post-2015 Development Agenda, particularly in the context of strengthening world peace and security, fundamental rights and freedoms, which, in our opinion, are the main prerequisites for collective efforts to achieve Sustainable Development Goals.
As a member of the "Friends of the Earth" Ukraine hopes that there will be a consensus concerning the conclusion this December in Paris of the agreements on climate change. The price of this issue is the safety of future generations and sustainable human development.
We support the relevant draft decision proposed by France, Morocco and Peru on the item on the agenda of the current session entitled "Fighting climate change / contribution of UNESCO and its programs", which is intended to mobilize the efforts of Member States to reach agreement aimed at effectively combating this negative phenomenon.
Dear participants of the session,
The path to achieving the goals of sustainable development will not be successful without overcoming and preventing the consequences of environmental and technological disasters.
Next year we will be marking the sad date - 30 years that have passed since the tragedy in Chernobyl.
President of Ukraine has addressed the UN Secretary General from the podium of the 70th session of the UN General Assembly with a proposal to hold in April 2016 the special session of the General Assembly devoted to this date.
Dear Madam Director-General,
Your participation in the International Conference "25 years after the Chernobyl disaster. Safety for the Future " is well remembered in Ukraine. This conference, inter alia, focused on the discussion on UNESCO's contribution into international efforts aimed at minimizing the negative consequences of the Chernobyl disaster. You have presented then the comprehensive vision of the role of UNESCO in promoting scientific cooperation for the conservation of the ecosystem of the Chernobyl region and in defending the right to adequately inform the international community about its impact. You emphasized in your presentation the importance of education as one of the key factors in reducing the risks and minimizing the consequences of disasters.
You also expressed the intention to involve UNESCO in the implementation of the measures being undertaken according to the 10-years UN Plan for Chernobyl until 2016.
We believe that the interaction between the UNESCO Secretariat and the Member States would be an important contribution to international cooperation on social and humanitarian aspects of Chornobyl aimed at achieving the objectives of the Decade of Recovery and Development of the Affected Regions (2006-2016).

Dear participants of the session,
Another sad anniversary is 20 months that have passed since the outbreak of illegal occupation by Russia of the Autonomous Republic of Crimea and Sevastopol City. At previous sessions, the Executive Board adopted three resolutions aimed at ensuring the monitoring of the situation and use the experience and credibility of UNESCO to address the numerous problems that have arisen in the Crimea because of the actions of the occupying Russian authorities.
Frankly speaking, throughout the whole period that passed there were not a single improvement in the situation with the observance of fundamental rights and freedoms on the peninsula is not only not improved. Moreover, it has significantly worsened.
From the outset of the illegal occupation of Crimea and Sevastopol City the Office of the Ombudsman of Ukraine in close cooperation with the Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights (ODIHR) and other human rights organizations keep monitoring the situation on the peninsula.
According to reports of the Office of the OSCE High Commissioner on National Minorities, a trend towards deterioration in the sphere of rights and freedoms of Ukrainians and Crimean Tatars living in the territory of Crimea temporarily occupied by Russia is being observed. In particular, the numerous cases of restrictions on rights to native-language instruction as well as of the elimination of specialized educational institutions providing education in Ukrainian and Crimean Tatar languages are detected. The occupying authorities ban any cultural, linguistic or religious manifestations of Ukrainian and Crimean Tatar identities.
The massive campaign aimed at suspension of news broadcasting in Crimean Tatar language is growing rapidly and has already resulted in closing a significant number of independent media.
Under the false pretext of so-called "fight against extremism" the freedom of expression in any possible form is being suppressed.
The freedom of religion in Crimea is also under a constant and ever-growing threat. The persecution of Muslims, as well as of communities of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church Kiev Patriarchate and the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church has become systematic and widespread. Representatives of the Federal Security Service of Russia are constantly carrying out searches in mosques and other places of worship and educational institutions of Muslims under the most absurd pretexts, proudly reporting on having found, as they use to say, the "forbidden", "extremist" Islamic literature. As an artificial alternative to the Spiritual Directorate of Muslims of Crimea the occupying authorities invented and created a puppet so-called “Tauride Muftiat”.
The cultural heritage of Ukraine in Crimea and Sevastopol City is being illegally transferred to the federal property of Russia.  The adoption on current October 3 of the Decree of the Russian government on the transfer of the Ukrainian National Reserve "Chersonese" into the federal property is just one of numerous eloquent examples of systematic flagrant violations of the sovereign rights of Ukraine as well as of the universally recognized norms and principles of international humanitarian law. Just to remind you, the mentioned Decree deals exactly with the site "Ancient city of Chersonese and its Chora", included in the UNESCO World Heritage List.
Of particular concern is an absolute non-transparency of Crimea and absence of any access for human rights monitoring missions to the peninsula.
We demand from Russia and the occupying authorities of Crimea to take practical steps to implement its obligations in accordance with the rules and provisions of international law and to ensure the access of international monitoring missions and non-governmental human rights organizations to the Crimean peninsula.
Ukrainian side once again calls upon the international community to condemn such actions of the Russian side, which is a challenge to the entire civilized world, to consolidate international pressure on Russia for its immediate return to the mainstream of international law and for the abolition of all unilateral illegal decisions that led to the temporary occupation of Ukrainian territory.
I remember, at the last Executive Board session some of my colleagues in this room expressed doubts as to the real possibilities for effective monitoring of the situation in Crimea, because the occupying power actually blocked the access of independent international experts to the peninsula. Nevertheless, the efforts that are being made by UNESCO are already bringing some practical results. Among them, no doubt, is the Information meeting on the situation in Crimea organized on June 2 by the Director-General, which created an effective platform for interaction with representatives of several credible international organizations and helped to collect key data for an objective assessment of the situation on the peninsula.
We are convinced that the continued monitoring of situation in Crimea and the City of Sevastopol temporarily occupied by Russia within UNESCO’s fields of competence is expedient, vital and instrumental. 
Ukraine is submitting to the current session the related Draft Decision aimed at effective reinforcement of the monitoring of the situation of the ARC. We hope it will be supported by the members of the Executive Board.
I would also like to thank all the delegations that have already taken part in its elaboration and expressed their support for this document.
Chers collègues,
La communauté internationale a donné l'UNESCO une grande crédibilité fondée sur un travail commun acharné tout au long de 70 ans de son histoire, visant à l'harmonisation globale et à la prévention des conflits entre les États membres en établissant et en maintenant des normes et standards d'accès à la culture, à la science, l'éducation, l'information, la recherche et la protection du patrimoine mondial culturel et naturel. Dans la situation internationale complexe, malgré l'absence de mécanismes contraignants de la mise en œuvre des décisions adoptées, l'UNESCO a démontré qu'elle constitue un outil efficace pour relever les défis pressants auxquels l'humanité doit faire face aujourd’hui.
Merci de votre attention.

