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Open letter to the Director-General of UNESCO

Paris, 20 March 2014

Madam Director-General,
Your Excellency,

During our meeting a few days ago, I greeted, in your capacity of leadership of the
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, the United Nations and its
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon for a consistent and balanced position with regard to
resolution of the crisis over Crimea, based on the principles of the UN Charter and respect for
the unity, sovereignty and territorial integrity of Ukraine.

During the said meeting, I informed you about the extremely tense situation in the
Autonomous Republic of Crimea, caused by a flagrant violation of the Russian Federation of
fundamental treaties governing the Ukrainian-Russian relations, in particular with regard to
the temporary deployment of Russian Black Sea Fleet on the Ukrainian territory.

Russia de facto started a military intervention in Crimea that presents a direct threat of
humanitarian character with regard to preservation of cultural heritage and, in particular, of
Ukrainian UNESCO World Heritage Site, situated on the peninsula.

In this context, your decision to attribute the honorary title of UNESCO Goodwill
Ambassador to People's Artist of Russia Mr.Denis Matsuev — one of the signatories of a joint
letter of Russian artists, supporting the interventionist policy of the Russian leadership
towards Ukraine, led to numerous appeals to the Permanent Delegation. In particular,
representatives of the Ukrainian community in France and other countries will require
clarification on the position of UNESCO leadership on this issue, since it is a well-known
fact that the main statutory vocation of UNESCO is precisely the upholding of the principles
of the culture of peace, education of youth in the spirit of non-violence and tolerance.

Mme Irina Bokova
Director-General
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