[bookmark: n10]ADDRESS
of the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine to international organizations and parliaments of foreign states regarding the recognition and condemnation of the ban of the Mejlis of the Crimean Tatar People by the Russian Federation and protection of the indigenous people of Crimea by the international community
Considering that on September 29, 2016, the Supreme Court of the Russian Federation rejected the appeal of the Mejlis of the Crimean Tatar People on the so-called "decision" of the so-called "Supreme Court of Crimea" of April 26, 2016, on the recognition of the Mejlis of the Crimean Tatar People as an "extremist organization" and ban of its activities in the Russian Federation,
[bookmark: _GoBack]stressing that the decision of the Supreme Court of the Russian Federation from September 29, 2016 is final and will lead to a complete ban of the Mejlis of the Crimean Tatar People on the temporarily occupied territories of the Autonomous Republic of Crimea and the city Sevastopol,
underlying a consolidated position of the international community that does not recognize the annexation of the Autonomous Republic of Crimea and the city Sevastopol, which was held in violation of the generally recognized principles and norms of international law,
stressing that the General Assembly of the United Nations on 27 March 2014 adopted Resolution 68/262 "Territorial integrity of Ukraine" confirming its commitment to the sovereignty, political independence, unity and territorial integrity of Ukraine within its internationally recognized borders, noting that the so-called "referendum" held in the Autonomous Republic of Crimea and the city of Sevastopol on March 16, 2014, was not authorized by Ukraine and therefore cannot be the basis for any change in the status of Crimea and the city Sevastopol. The General Assembly of the United Nations also called on governments, international organizations and specialized agencies not to recognize any changes in the status of the Autonomous Republic of Crimea and the city of Sevastopol,
noting that other international organizations and integration associations, including the European Union, North Atlantic Treaty Organization, Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe, Council of Europe and their parliamentary assemblies also have not recognized the change of status of the Autonomous Republic of Crimea and the city of Sevastopol as a result of so-called "referendum" of March 16, 2014,
[bookmark: n12][bookmark: n13][bookmark: n14][bookmark: n15][bookmark: n16]stressing that the international partners of Ukraine, in particular the European Union and its member states, the United States, Canada and other countries, noted unlawfulness of the elections to the State Duma of the Russian Federation on the territory of temporarily occupied Crimea and the city of Sevastopol and did not recognize their results,
noting that Ukraine did not recognize the results of the elections to the State Duma of the Russian Federation on the temporarily occupied territory of the Autonomous Republic of Crimea and the city Sevastopol, stressing its unlawfulness, calling into question legitimacy of the whole composition of the State Duma of the Russian Federation, the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine adopted the Address to the parliaments of foreign countries, parliamentary assemblies and international organizations with regard to illegal elections of the State Duma of the Russian Federation on the temporarily occupied territory of the Autonomous Republic of Crimea and the Sevastopol, 
stressing that the Crimean Tatars are indigenous people of Crimea, whose population in the peninsula is more than 300 thousand people, and which after the occupation were ‘naturalized’ by the Russian Federation, that gave them citizenship against their will,
stressing that since the end of February 2014 the Crimean Tatar people, who in the early 1990s were able to return to their homeland after the decades of Soviet repression, faced the threat of new punitive actions conducted by the country-occupant on the territory of Crimean peninsula,
underlying, that the indigenous people, who have been on this territory for centuries, and had not buckled under the occupant power, and starting from the end of February 2014 defend the position of protection of rights of the Crimean Tatar people, as the indigenous people of Crimea, and the belonging of Crimea to Ukraine on the universally recognized principles and norms of international law,
noting that the Crimean Tatars boycotted the so-called "referendum" on March 16, 2014 and unlawful elections to the State Duma September 18, 2016 in Crimea,
stressing that the Mejlis of the Crimean Tatar people is the legitimate representative body of the rights and interests of the indigenous people of Crimea, as the supreme authority and executive body of the Crimean Tatar people, which, despite the inability to work in the motherland, is recognized by Ukraine and the international community, including the World Congress of Crimean Tatars, which is the legal representative of the Crimean Tatar people, and maintains close relations with the people that are under the occupation,
noting that due to the principled position of the Mejlis of the Crimean Tatar People, based on the universally recognized principles and norms of international law, it became the target of repression by the police and judicial authorities of the country-occupant,
considering the fact that the courts of the country-occupant initiated criminal proceedings against two leaders of the Mejlis of the Crimean Tatar People - Deputy Chairman Akhtem Chyyhoza and Ilmi Umerov, based on the on false and fabricated charges and have been applying to them methods of punitive psychiatry. Moreover, during the illegal annexation, the law enforcement authorities of the country-occupant, illegally detained many Crimean Tatar activists, including Ali Asanova, Mustafa Demerhendzhy, Rustem Vayitova, Nuri Primova, Ferata Seyfullayeva Ruslana Zeytullayeva, Amir-Useyina Cook, Muslim Aliev, Enver Bekirova, Arsen Dzheparova, Refat Alimov, Zevri Abseyitova, Ramsey Memetova, Rustem Abiltarova, Enver Mamutov,
stressing that the Mejlis of the Crimean Tatar People was under the threat  of the complete ban of its activity on the territory of occupied Crimea based on the politically motivated charges, nothing that the Mejlis of the Crimean Tatar People  is an "extremist organization",

	stressing that such characteristic of the Mejlis of the Crimean Tatar People are unrealistic and unacceptable, because the Mejlis of the Crimean Tatar People has always been acting according to the international law and laws of Ukraine and has always been considered internationally as the  plenipotentiary of the entire Crimean Tatar people. The repressions and punitive actions against the Mejlis of Crimean Tatar and its members, are a serious violation of the principles and norms of international law by the country-occupant,

Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine:

states, that the Mejlis of the Crimean Tatar People is legally recognized representative body of the Crimean Tatar People and act accordingly to the international law and laws of Ukraine, and there is no signs of crime in its actions; 

considers, that the ban of the activities of the Mejlis of the Crimean Tatar People in Crimea is a continuation of Soviet repression against the Crimean Tatar people. This prohibition can bring repressions and persecutions against members of the Mejlis and thousands of Crimean Tatars who cooperate with it. These actions may become the next stage of the continuation of persecution of the Crimean Tatar people and commitment of the most serious crimes against them, such as the genocide of 1944, perpetrated by the forced resettlement of Crimean Tatars from Crimea to Central Asian and other regions of the former USSR;
 
is sure, that only with the common effort of international community, which was established on the democratic principles and respect of the fundamental principles and norms of international law, can protect  from extinction the Crimean Tatar People as an indigenous people of Crimea. The genocide of the Crimean Tatar People shall not be repeated;

appeals to international organizations and parliaments of foreign states with a request to condemn and to not recognize the prohibition of actions of the Mejlis of the Crimean Tatar People on the temporary occupied territories according to the decisions of the courts of the Russian Federation;

urges  international organizations and parliaments of foreign states to take actions, which will show non-recognition and  condemnation of such prohibition, and also will prevent its implementation;
calls international organization and parliaments of foreign states to not recognize as the authorized representatives, the organizations of the Crimean Tatar people, which were established in Crimea after the events of February - March 2014,  and which support the actions of the occupation authorities. Such organizations have a low level of trust and support among the Crimean Tatars living in the occupied territory, and they cannot be considered and recognized as its authorized representative in any case;

appeals to international organization and parliaments of foreign states with a request to consider a possibility of implementation of personal sanctions against so-called “judges” of so-called the “Supreme Court of the Crimea" and judges of the Supreme Court of the Russian Federation, who supported and still support the unlawful decision on the recognition of the Mejlis of the Crimean Tatar People as an 'extremist organization' and banning its activities;

urges international organizations, in coordination with the competent authorities of Ukraine, to send human rights missions, temporary and permanent, to Crimea;

appeals to the Security Council of the United Nations as an authority, which is responsible for the maintenance of peace and security in the world, demanding to review the situation regarding the prohibition of the Mejlis of the Crimean Tatar People as an issue, which concerns international community, undermining international peace and security and is threatening to the fate of the Crimean Tatar people;

calls on the Council of Human Rights and other competent United Nations authorities to review the situation regarding the prohibition of the Mejlis of the Crimean Tatar People and take measures to prevent reprisals against the Crimean Tatar people;

calls on the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe, the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe, the North Atlantic Treaty Organization and the European Parliament, to adopt the relevant resolutions of condemnation of the prohibition of the Mejlis of the Crimean Tatar People.


